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CERANFF A

Notes from
East & West

Life on the Island is
Everything to Me

1 was born and raised on Hachijojima Island. It has been 50 years
since | opened the guesthouse here. I've been fortunate that so
many guests have chosen to stay here over the years, coming in
after a day of sur [ng or hiking as if returning to their own home.
Many guests have come here to study the island’s language or
its plants. | think of their happy faces as | make many dishes
for meals using local island ingredients. Today is shimazushi
(island sushi), simmered kinmedai [SH, and tempura of ashitaba
greens. When everything’s on the table I'll yell out, “Drinks are
on the table! Eat up! Drink up!” and then have dinner with my
guests. | suppose listening to everyone’s happy stories is what’s
turned me into an interesting old lady!

When | see guests o [, df course, | do so in the local dialect,
saying “Ojatte tamore yare yo” (Come again!). Speaking the
language of the island, living amid the greenery, reading the
weather in the movement of the clouds and the wind — living
here is everything to me. Things are a lot more convenient now
than back in the days when the ship would come only once every
one week, but we still live in an unforgiving island environment
so | have learned to always be prepared for whatever might
happen. Living earnestly, | think, has naturally cultivated in
me a free heart. Having both sides, of course, is the way of
the islands.
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1939 &% FEN, NXBORB[A—TVHIEE, Z0OBLAPT 0D, KFIE ("I BIE
SADER) DEMTROND, NLEDLEEELLT, ATATHELSH,

Born in 1939. Proprietor of the Garden So guesthouse on Hachijo Island. Known as 1"#$$& " 1"#$%¢' (1) '*+,!
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Tokyo: Between Abandon and Restraint

PARALLEL LINES

Tokyo is a magni Lcant, sprawling garden, where [aders of every imaginable color clash, blend, and
yield to one another. With every visit | am shocked by the drastic changes in the city, and its de [adce

of all my previous conceptions of it.

May, an afternoon in Omotesando: sunlight angles down, catching a light-blue coifed matriarch as she

gracefully emerges from a boutique in full kimono.

Midnight: bagel-shaped swellings adorn the foreheads of young men and women sidling through the
crowd at an underground party; to one side a man suspended horizontally by piercings through every
part of his body is looking down on the crowd; the crush of dancers casts a halo of gyrating shadows.

Everyone seems to belong to night alone.

TO EACH THEIR OWN LIGHT, THE GAZES NEVER MEET

Tokyo's system of addressing by chome is a frequent source of frustration to foreign travelers. Then
again, wandering lost through one of Tokyo’s intricate residential districts can be a pleasure all its own.
The population density of Tokyo has forced the city to develop unique architectural methods and aes-

thetics, and nowhere does this manifest more clearly than in dense residential blocks downtown. When

land is so dear, the utilization of space as well as the assurance of privacy are both elevated to high arts.

The need for sunlight and privacy has popularized distinctive materials such as frosted glass and tinted
acrylic which give residents a view outside while somewhat avoiding the curious gazes of passersby.

4,56,47871.19%:4; "<":>Hvol.o10

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDI:ID

OOooOooooooooooooooooog

Untitled (Harajuku, Tokyo), 2014
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Garden So's unofficial mascot, a cat named Neko
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Born in 1984. Lives and works in Taipei. He often
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Ghosts have a thing for wells.
That’s right, TR (3 P &
Just like Sadako
from Ring.
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The Olympics are
on their way!

BLELWIABROHRT —R b—U—

ASHRNHHE
| ctsiphk

i

~prv ;=-
satif” RS A0n
During the Edo period; Nagizaka A g
was called Yureizakagtoo. 3

Nice to
meet you
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Have a great stay!
EIDEVRRIFEE!

from about 2800 to 2:30am.
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One, two.... There’s one
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URAMESHIVA A
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Deriving from urameghii(regentful) and meaning “a eurse on you,”
thig is the most popular thing to say when a ghost appears.
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