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Traditional Culture and Performing Arts Experience Program for Foreigners
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We are organizing accessible programs that offer foreigners the opportunity to enjoy authentic traditional Japanese culture and performing
arts. The programs are free of charge and include English explanations. “Engei Vaudeville Performance Workshop,” “Traditional Japanese
Dance Workshop” and “Shamisen of Nagauta Workshop” will be held until the end of March. For information on programs held from April on,

please see the official website (www.tokyo-tradition.jp/eng ).
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Watch professionals demonstrate their skills in ever-popular Jap-
anese performance arts such as kamikiri (paper cutting), kyokugei
(umbrella-spinning, etc.), and wazuma (traditional Japanese magic),
and try them yourself!
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Date: Every Saturday until March 2016 Venue: Edo-Tokyo Museum
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After putting on a cotton yukata and trying out some simple Nihon
buyo (traditional Japanese dance) movements, you will have a
chance to watch part of the traditional dance “Fuji Musume (Wisteria
Maiden).” At the end, you can take photographs with the instructors.
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Date: Every Sunday until March 2016 (Excluding March 13, 2016)
Venue: Asakusa Culture Tourist Information Center
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Kamikiri (paper cutting) instructor, Traditional Cul-
ture and Performing Arts Program for Foreigners
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Kamikiri artist. She began studying with Imamaru Hayashiya in 1995. After completing her training as a zenza (opening act) performer,
she began performing on the main stage in the September 2008 mid-month performance slate. Hayashiya is a member of the Rakugo
Geijyutsu Association, and the first and only female kamikiri artist in the history of yose (traditional variety halls)
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Communication through kamikiri (paper cutting)

Kamikiri is a traditional performing art; one theory says kamikiri
originated in the Edo era, in which a performer talks to the audi-
ence while cutting silhouettes of various subjects such as animals
or lucky charms from a single piece of paper. We kamikiri artists
perform it at traditional Japanese variety halls, parties and so on. In
this program, foreigners will have a chance to try the art of Japanese
paper cutting themselves. If you've ever used a pair of scissors, you
can enjoy kamikiri even if you're a complete beginner. That's one of
the beauties of kamikiri.

At the start of each program | demonstrate kamikiri by cutting out
a silhouette of a maiko (apprentice geisha). Then the participants
choose what they like from a choice of simple subjects such as a
baby chick, a rabbit or a turtle, and try kamikiri themselves. People
from various regions including Asia, North America and Europe have
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A "wazuma” (traditional Japanese magic) performance Photo: Jouji Suzuki
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Nagauta originated as Kabuki music and developed as shamisen
music. In this program you can try playing the shamisen yourself, as

you get to know Nagauta through performances and explanations
by professional Nagauta players.
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Date: 3.12 (Sat) — 3.13 (Sun), 2016
Venue: Asakusa Culture Tourist Information Center
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participated in the program. Seeing
both children and grownups become
completely absorbed in making kamikiri
cutouts makes me happy, too.

What | aim for in lectures is to con-
verse without an interpreter as much
as possible. I'm still studying English
and have a long way to go, but even if my English is poor, | can
communicate my feelings better when | speak to people directly
— and it seems to me that the participants are happy when | do. In
kamikiri we don't use paper patterns or make preliminary sketches,
so the finished shape shows the individual's personality. We talk
and laugh as we show each other our artwork. Kamikiri gives rise to
communication transcending nationality — that's a great thing, don't
you think? For me, too, it is really fun to have this kind of exchange
with a wide variety of people.

Everyone can enjoy
this traditional performing art,
which transcends nationality

It seems to me that globalization
is moving forward in the lead-up to the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. Recently, in performances
held at parties, for example, | notice
more visitors from other countries
than before. | think there will proba-
bly be more and more chances to transmit kamikiri art for people
in Japan and overseas.

Currently there are only about five kamikiri artists in Japan who
perform at traditional variety halls. And I'm the only woman. This
traditional performing art has been handed down with great respect
and care, and | would like to make it known to as many people as
possible. To do that, | want to make the best use of a distinctively
feminine sensibility, and keep refining my kamikiri technique and
conversation skills, as well as my English skills.
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Performance Kids Tokyo “Weave music, connect the circle: Kids Tsumugine Performance”
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Performance Kids Tokyo is a program in which professional performing artists from the fields of dance, theater, music, etc. hold 10-day
workshops with children at schools and cultural facilities to create original works with children in the lead roles, and perform them on the
final day. Artists exploring contemporary modes of expression make use of the children’s ideas in the creative process, helping to cultivate
the children’s creativity and independence, and improve their communication skills. The March 21 free showing of “Weave music, connect

the circle: Kids Tsumugine Performance” is one of these. Composer Yasuno Miyauchi leads a stage performance created with children using
voice, sound and body B  BBEF Photo: Syoko Kashima

Date/Time: 3.21 (Mon), 2016; Start: 14:30 (doors open at 14:00)
Venue: Hino Renga Hall (Hino Civic Hall) Recital Hall URL: www.artscouncil-tokyo.jp/en/events/10579
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3 TACT/FESTIVAL 2016

TACT/FESTIVAL showcases fun-for-all-ages plays and other stage performances by overseas guest
performers. As well as theater stagings of the three plays below, there will also be free performances
in public spaces by CORPUS
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Date/Time: 5.5 (Thu) — 5.8 (Sun), 2016 (Times vary by program.) Venue: Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre — Theatre East/West, Lower Plaza URL: www.geigeki.jp
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Two men are stopped at airport immigration. Not knowing what to do,

they begin making a space for themselves with their baggage. An aerial
performance without dialogue incorporating dance and circus elements.

RETPELJURAAS L, MATTRABLDFDOTIIEZ
AYEILEB 7Ly F - av b, BRPREMYR LD S, #
FREBO [EVDYR] EZDN Y TILBEWEBRT S,

A French comic skit featuring the “odd couple” of a gangly, orderly

man and a short, feisty girl. Interweaving musical instruments and
songs, it goes for simple laughs with a universal sense of humor.
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Juggling, dance and 100m of rope? The company's name means

“upside down." A dazzling performance with two dancing jugglers
and a length of rope.

INFORMATION
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www.tarl.jp www.tarl.jp/cat_output/cat_output_art/12494.html

TARL deliverables on release now

A comprehensive discussion of Japanese art projects mixing case
studies and theory, An Overview of Art Projects in Japan: A Society
that Co-Creates With Art is now available on the official website of
Tokyo Art Research Lab (TARL), an initiative of learning programs
co-created by and open to those who engage in art projects.
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Broadcasting live information about culture in Tokyo

J-WAVE (81.3FM)

[TARTS COUNCIL TOKYO CREATIVE FILE]
AT REE11:35~11:45 (74 FZ#8 [RADIO DONUTS] i)
Saturdays, 11:35-11:45 (A segment of the “RADIO DONUTS" show)
www.j-wave.co.jp/original/creativefile

TOKYO FM WORLD ITOKYO ART BLOOM]

7z 7ICTEIESH Distribution online
www.tfm.co.jp/tfmworld
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Offering a bilingual (English-Japanese) newsletter with information
from Arts Council Tokyo. Please sign up for a subscription through
our official website!

Subscribe Here | www.artscouncil-tokyo.jp/en/newsletter
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Check the official website and
SNS for event details!

www.artscouncil-tokyo.jp paper.artscouncil-tokyo.jp
www.artscouncil-tokyo.jp/en
This issue sees the launch of online maga-
zine “TOKYO PAPER for Culture.” Check out its
n T=YhIVIIVER slightly different appeal from the print version.
F2 @artscouncilTYO

paper.artscouncil-tokyo.jp/en
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