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‘Tokyo Gozen Sanji, ‘Tokyo Night Club,” ‘Tokyo Mujo,
‘Shin-Tokyo Kouta, ‘Tokyo Shigure, etc.
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Tokyo Cachito / Arcade Blues (1960)
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Miyako Otsuki Yoshimi Tendo Hibari Misora
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‘Tokyo Shinobiai,
“Tokyo Boshoku, etc.

‘Tokyo Shabondama, etc.

“Tokyo Kid,
“Kiri no Tokyo, etc.
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Kiyoshi Hikawa
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“Tokyo Koi Shihatsu,
‘Tokyo Muteki, etc.
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Tokyo Records profiles Tokyo through facts and figures. What kind of city is Tokyo? Sometimes, the
image of a city evoked in music sums up your own feelings perfectly. That’s why we decided to research
music for this issue. Our investigation revealed that an astonishing 4,827 songs have the word “Tokyo”
in their title. We've also compiled a ranking of the artists who account for the largest number of those
songs. What kind of artists sing about Tokyo? The stories and scenes depicted in these songs show
Michiya Mihashi

us this city’s many faces.
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‘Tokyo Kenbutsu, ‘Tokyo Yoitoko, ‘Tokyo no Hato, ‘Tokyo ga Naite iru, etc.
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Hachiro Kasuga
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‘Ame no Tokyo yo Sayonara, ‘Baichi Tokyo, ‘Tokyo Hatoba, etc.
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[FROE (EBNE) /HIRORA(E FHF) ] (1959 F)
Tokyo no Ari (Hachiro Kasuga) / Garasu no Houseki (Chikako Miya) (1959)
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Yujiro Ishihara
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‘Tokyo no Nichiyobi,
“Tokyo no Yoru, etc.
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Osaraba Tokyo (1957)
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‘Tokyo Suichuka,
‘Tokyo Mikadzuki Kurabu, etc.
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Ichiro Fujiyama
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‘Akogare no Tokyo,
‘Yume Awaki Tokyo, etc.
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(1967 4F) SeRYE] (20114) (1960%) (2001 4F) DY THAE] (1958 4) (2014 %) (1967 FBIZEH)
Tokyo Yogiri Pan no Mimi c/w Tokyo Shabondama Tokyo wa Koisuru Machi / Tokyo Date 0i Okkake Otojiro Ashi ni Sawatta Seishun / Ore wa Tokyo no Sakura-gai / Tokyo Romance Tokyo Rhapsody / Tokyo Musume
(1967) (20m) (1960) (2001) Tafugai sa (1958) (2014) (1967, Re-recording version)
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The Singers Who Released Many Songs with “Tokyo” in the Title
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Tokyo, Alias Tokio

[TOKIO c/w | am | (fl&f8) | SREAFE= (1980 %)
TOKIO c/w | am | (Ore wa Ore), Kenji Sawada (1980)
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In languages such as German, Finnish, and Spanish, Tokyo is sometimes transliterated as “Tokio.” One of the most famous
songs with “Tokio” in the title is “TOKIO', by Kenji Sawada. Included on the album of the same name released on November
25,1979, a single edit of the song was released on January 1,1980. Often appearing in outfits decorated with electric lights
or wearing an open parachute, Sawada also caused a stir with his flamboyant costumes, as if presaging the ostentatious
excess of Japan's 1980s economic bubble.
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‘Tokyo Ondo’: the Soundtrack to Tokyo's Bon Odori Dances

[RREFE-TOKYO RHYTHM] AREX B X #EE (2015 %)
Tokyo Ondo-Tokyo Rhythm, Shigeri Kitsu / Yasuyuki Okamura (2015)
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‘Tokyo Ondo’ appeared 46 times among the songs in the data! A staple of the Bon Odori summer festival dances, it's based on
a Bon Odori song with the title ‘Marunouchi Ondo.’ At the beginning of the 1930s, the proprietors of restaurants in the Marunou-
chi district asked the music company Victor to produce it, to help them to revitalize the local economy. It was performed for
the first time in 1932, at the “Marunouchi Ondo Odori” dance in Hibiya Park. The following year, with a change of title and lyrics,
it was released as ‘Tokyo Ondo." While times have changed, this one song has remained close to people’s hearts ever since.
For instance, in 2015, Yasuyuki Okamura teamed up with the folk singer Shigeri Kitsu to release Tokyo Ondo-Tokyo Rhythm.
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*With support from the Recording Industry Association of Japan, we examined data held by Japan Music Data
and selected albums and singles with “Tokyo" or “Tokio” in the title (including all forms of Japanese script
and the Roman alphabet, irrespective of case) that have been released since 1983. After excluding songs that
appear as part of a suite or on a concept album, we then tallied the figures.
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“Tokyo" also has many faces in the songs sung by artists who had come to the metropolis from other regions. For example,
Shigeru Kishida (Quruli) from Kyoto, Kazunobu Mineta (Ging Nang BOYZ) from Yamagata, and Maguro Taniguchi (KANA-BOON)
from Osaka have all written/composed songs called ‘Tokyo’ with their bands. These have mainly been popular with young people.
On the other hand, songs about going to Tokyo from the provinces are also highly evocative, such as ‘Ora Tokyo Sa Iguda [I'm Off
to Tokyol, which was written and composed by Ikuzo Yoshi, who hails from Aomori. Tokyo is the epitome of glamor, a place where
dreams come true. At the same time, it's a dramatic place, where people also feel lonely and think of their hometown every day.

RELEOT-T1AMRIRR
Tokyo in Songs by Artists from Other Regions

[8R] <%Y (19984)
Tokyo, Quruli (1998)
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269 of the 4,827 are Western Songs

[%OH&] T1—7 - N=T L (1973 %)
Who Do We Think We Are, Deep Purple (1973)
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Of all 4,827 songs, 269 are classified as Western music. They include ‘Woman from Tokyo', from British rock band Deep
Purple’s album Who Do We Think We Are, and Bon Jovi's ‘Tokyo Road. Japan has actively tapped into foreign culture and
made it its own for centuries. Perhaps, as its capital city, Tokyo symbolizes distant lands and cultures for people in other
countries. It might be interesting to take a more in-depth look at the reasons why, from among all the innumerable cities
across the globe, these artists chose Tokyo as their theme.




