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y life in Tokyo began in 1983,

when I entered an art univer-

sity in Hachioji. The univer-
sity was deep in the mountains, far from - %Eﬁ; /rg} = j&
Hachioji Station, so I lived alone in a .
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1 qe Jaa 0 /Y
buildings. From there I could see the herd /E[\ j:
of sheep in the field of grass on the next
mountain over; it was completely differ-
ent from the image of Tokyo I'd painted
in my mind’s eye when I left home. EpodbD . EbbZTwbHD,
So, when I was going to school, I EI/\'KD%LZ)E'E:E'T\@XF-‘)-O
drew pictures in the classroom, but af-
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dition to my house. At the time I lived DxNAgotl T oKREHD - AL LA O
in a stylish one-room apartment in Fu- ;C: %\ ]\/ ;{ /h 2 7;): ’(C &N ié é %‘ % é ?ﬁl’ i gﬁ é ?
chu, and I put my desk and bed on the IR =N 7? < % % D3 o FHEL ) oo N E
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I knew the landlord would get angry at T ?—: ‘; ?ZS Z 1[}% % Lf; g % 2 g_ 3;’; zg- ;:2 Z};: - fi 13
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me if I d1.rt1ed the walls and floor v.mh VI N/ GG+ SR SRS S F ¢ 1% L T é}‘)& A=
my supplies, so I had to spread a giant B MR ) MW Ox TR N L WU S
vinyl sheet through the apartment, but I I L e A ERURNE M BT AT
couldn’t really relax in that environment, , ) f ,]E % ;C < : 72 { {? k é ;{ LE: }; }% (E' % ﬂ:i %

so I moved to a two-room apartment in
Musashi Koganei and made the spare
room my studio. It was a wooden build-
ing with thin walls, and I, being young,
struggled with being able to hear the
next-door couple making love through
the walls, but a landlord on the prem-
ises had a garden with bamboo, pines,
and oak trees growing all around. It re-
ally felt like Musashino. Looking out

over that scene from my window was
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Occasionally, the landlord would bring\cut flowers
from the garden to the apartment’s atelier.
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Isao Makino

Born in 1964 in Kitakyushu City and a/graduate of
Tama Art University, Isao Makino begdn concentrat-
ing on art after quitting Sun Ad, arf adyer
production company. He is a-m@&mber of the liter-
ary coterie magazine Shigatst to jugatsu [April and
October,] and an editing€ommittee member of the
PR magazines Kummo no ue [Above the Clouds] and
Hida. His works include Boku wa taiyou wo nomu [l
Will Drink The Sun] published by MinatoNoHito and
Kabocha wo shio de niru [Boil Pumpkins with Salt]
published by Gentosha. He currently resides in Tokyo.
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heart-warming, and I came to believe that this being
in an old, relaxed environment was important for
painting. I quit my job and holed up in my atelier,
where I began my life as 4 painter. However, a few
years later, I had to leave/because of issues with the
landlord. So I’ve moved to a house in the neigh-
borhood, with plum ghd apricot trees in its large
garden. There, I rempodeled a row house built next
to the garden, and/laid wooden floors so that you
can enter with your shoes on, like they do in the
West, and tupfied it into my atelier. However, after
a while I Jxad to move again on request of the land-
lord, and ever since then I've been moving around,
searching for the perfect house in which to paint.

I can relax and paint in old row houses, and right
now I live in a house that’s 47 years old, but recently
there have been discussions about me moving out.
Developments around the station have pushed up
the price of the land, and they’re saying they want
to sell it off somewhere. It’s like hermit crab painters
are being expelled one after another by Tokyo’s
city developments.
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My last
night as a
19-year-old

They say if you don't see
a ghost before you're 20,
you'll never see one.

That's
no good!

| wanted to see one at
least once, so | found a
haunted place online...

...and my friend
and | flew there
on our bikes.
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Ryo Hirano
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Bornin 1988, Ryo Hirano graduated from Tama Art University's Information Design department. He is
managed by Foghorn. Hirano is a pop, bizarre video/animation artist. He is also active as aniillustrator
and video jockey. He has published the manga book Fantastic World (Torch Comics), and is creator of
the series Tobidase! Mirror Ball-chan [Break away, Mirror Ball!], currently published in GIFMAGAZINE.
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ghosts in that
school gym.
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There wasn't Now a 20-year- | was gently Congratulations
even a old who got lost enveloped by the on becoming an
gym there. going home... morning sun. adult.
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